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"1 tal ontology is a simple stupid pointing. Phenomenology

Rlemen Golc | . | d

et s e thing the world, A word is A sign 1is & thlgg 12tth:hgzil .

A sign can t%%ﬁ% i?kc a finger. Pormal indication, T?e %g;c v ynnien

% s}iﬁ °?2 got on or 1in my finger, signs are empty. y

poi

of” their 1life between us,

i i i i " hings are generalized sisgns
ing but every thing is a "word. T . '
ﬁ tg:ggy é% %h:hsign gives yus, in sone step, a theory or seeing of things,

Primitive ontology is a stupid pointing at one strange but familiar struetu
The one is many and the many are one.

ives us the "sound image." Everything is here, Consider the word
Sg%ggﬁfc %ggzet about its "mean%ng." That is a distraetion., Consider only
the sounds that pagpks people hear AS thig one word MOTHER. How many
sounds are there that eount as sayings of this one word ?

The one is many, The '"unity" 1is there in the singular sound. The sound is
treated as a sgying -= one am'ng many possible others -- af this one "timeless"
word.

The sayings come and go, are here and there, carlier and later. The wo;d is
there and not all there in every case. The word is there. This saying is a
saying OF. The word is not there. To hear just this saying is to not hear
all of the other sayings.Eaech saying is a "faee" of the word,

Eaeh saying is sound in the sense of quality. Low piteh, high piteh, rough or
smooth, fast or slow, Angry or eestatie or serene,

Eaeh saying is "musie" that 1is temporally bounded on both sides., The sound
stream is linear, The saying is a segment. The saying haPpens all the suddmn
& soon is over., In most Speeeh there is only a "vitual" break of the
Spoken sentenee into its pieses, No tiny silences., We hear the stream into a
chain of sonie Segments,

The soundimage has no offieial saying. No true faee. The soundimage has
no core, no inside., The soundimage is a sonie form, an idea., Saussure even
calls it an image. He c¢alls this soundform an image, probably beeause he also
lived in written 8igns. I use these written signs now to talk about sound signs,
I use marks to talk about noises,

Grodman is the Saussure tf marks. The Seribble~image he ealls a eharacter,
How many seribbles eount as an "A" % The one letter A has seribbles for its
faees but no true faee,

in
I t-alh math and my students musty turn handwritten work, I eount nany many
Seribbles on many pages as seribbles of the numeral 3. This numeral has no
true faee,

Does the soundimage "exist" at all without soungd quality ? The soundimage lives
in gquality, is g form that swims in quality. Or does the quality swim like s
fish ? The soundimage  does not hide BEHIND all sound. But the soundimage is

never a partieular sound. Never only this articular s i
oy paseiorvie saping. ¥y jo) ound, Never all there in

The objeet hides behind itself, The presenee of one Saying is the not-here-ness

of its other Sayings. "On those stepping into rivers other ang other waters flow
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The river has temporal depth, To say the word this way is to not say it in
xany of the other ways it may be said.

is i i - ! "esoterie” doetrine
This is Plato --- or a reading nof PIazkx of_P}apo s _
toward the primitive ontology of absolute empirieism, The wo;ld is ehunks of
xxakxx quality. The world is an artieulated qualitative contlnuum._ These
words are a helpless pointing at the most basie strueture of experience.

Experience 1is world. Fhenomenology is not a seience of the internal. It is
prgsearch that digs under srandiose theories, The World is therc_as familiar
THINGS., Ontology 1is a helpless poipt at the thing-ness of things.

ing
The thing is "there," Perhaps w/ the quality of the smell &f _garbagetruek
juice atgﬁAM. Perhaps the thing is "there" with or as the quality that sets

it deseribed as a "memory."

We are digging BENEATH ideometaphysieal and even just mundane pragmatie
categorie§§ The thing is "there " as A thing first., The unity of the
thing is basie, primitive, primordial.,

Metaphysics as speeulation or explanation cares about categories. It divides
what is just there into "really there™ and "not really" there. The gesture of
metaphysics in general amount to "experienee is not real." Or "this flavor
is real but not that one."

I use "experienee” as a helpless pointer to"everything that is there in any
way." I do not use "being" as label for tiny part of what :s "there" that
I am willing to eredit as "good" or "holy" or "true."

being
I use "mmaimg" to point at the "presenee" of ALL that is "there." The feelin
of thirst. The pain of a rotten tooth. The sound of a Sereaming saxorvhone,
The "remembered/imagined sound" of the "internal monologue," A thing is
there as unified quality. But it never completely there, The ecoin is there as
heads ( brown penny brown penny brown penny ) by/as NOT being there as tails,
Speeifieation is exelusiom ., The brown round quality for the eye, the hard
smooth edge for the finger, the taste of the penny,

Bite the objeet like a false eoin. You will not taste its "essenee.” You will
not taste the "idea" of the eoin. The "idea" from RXd$XX is not "mental,"
The sign "idea" points at a strueture "deeper" than all others.

We arent playing with categories but something that is "taken for granted" in
every "metaphysies" that obsesses over "arranging the world" in terms of
"more real kind of thing " and "less real kind of thing." We are not trying
to prediet and eontrol "physical" objeets. We are digging for a stupidly
basie and BORING "strueture."” The thing is only here by not being here at the
same time, The eoin is there as heads by not being there as tails. The eoin
hides "behind" itself, She sings a pretty tune for me, That tune is hear as she
sings it by not being here as all the other ways of singing it, The tune is
not THE tune othzrness. The "the-ness" of the tune is its temporal depth,
Things show/hdde themselves,

show-hide

HAeidggersounds 1like a "mystie" here as T try to say the "same thing"™ in
Engllsh.‘Phepomenology is destruetive, The mxx positivistie mockery of
metaphysies is an attempt to sncagrgﬁour) prejudiee/projeotion.

nd

The thing hides behind itself, Stuff & nonsens P

gsrg gigserfgp Whgntithpointf;strai & Donser e. FYerhaps if you foldow the
ery ng ows but the wor is emd uring ehunk -hi

themselveg. We need a verb that means shoéing ang ﬁ{d%gglﬁgytggaglﬁ%?e behind

That verd is is,






